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FOUNDATION

Lewis Real Estate is a local leader in
creating new, and enhancing the
value of existing properties in the
Asheville area. They could not
ignore the strategic placement of
the site that was once Allen High
School. The campus, nestled between 2 high traffic roads, I-240
and Tunnel Road, is a site ripe for
economic development and
prosperity.

HISTORY
THE ALLEN SCHOOL

The roots of College Place
began in 1887 as Allen High
School, an all-girls boarding
school for African Americans.
The school gave these girls the
opportunity to attend college
and receive training in the
industrial field.

The first building (pictured above) was
built with money donated by Mrs.
Marriage Allen, for whom the school
was named. A second wood-frame
building, a chapel, was later added,
along with another classroom building
in 1925. All of the frame buildings were
demolished in the 1950s to make way for
new brick buildings. These included a
residence hall (pictured to the right), a
school building that included an
auditorium, a teachers’ residence, a
dining hall, and a gymnasium. All were
completed from 1952-1956.

In 1974, the Allen school closed
its doors due to a decline in attendance caused by desegregation. After the campus closed, it
became known as the Allen Center and continued to serve the
community by hosting various
classes and club events. In 1985,
the campus was sold to a local
real estate company and repurposed into an office space called
Asheville Office Park.

ASHEVILLE OFFICE
PARK

In 1999, Lewis Real Estate obtained
Asheville Office Park, and routinely
made updates to preserve the campus
and continue its use as an office space.

A NEW VISION

In 2018, Lewis Real Estate updated and rebranded Asheville Office Park as College
Place, an office space dedicated and designed to the needs of its tenants. Inside, total
renovations were done to create modern office spaces for a variety of needs in the
private, professional, and governmental sectors of business. Specific spaces were
personalized to the needs of the tenant.

COLLEGE PLACE

Minimal work was done to the exterior architecture of the buildings to
retain the historical value of the campus, and to serve as a reminder of the
value of hard work. Modern day necessities were added to enhance the accommodations of the space.
College Place is now home to many local agencies such as Explore Asheville
and the Asheville Symphony (both located in the building pictured), Girl
Scouts of America, NC Department of Commerce, UNC-TEACCH, The
Institute for Applied Neuroscience, Rotary Club of Asheville, and Literacy
Council of Buncombe County.

In addition to housing the Explore Asheville team
and the Asheville Symphony, 27 College Place
provides new office space to the Asheville
Independent Restaurant Association and the
Buncombe Regional Sports Commission, two of the
Explore Asheville's biggest community partners.
While the new space is more visually stimulating,
the cohesive design also provides staffers with their
own personal office workplaces, a quieter environment for conducting business, and several meeting
and conference rooms to be utilized by staff and
area partners alike.

MISSION

Lewis Real Estate continues to fulfill its mission of
enhancing the value of the Asheville community
through helping its clients find office locations to grow
and prosper.

FUTURE DEVELOPMENT
To the east of College Place, the new Element Hotel is
set to open Fall of 2020.
Below is a reference map for the location, and nearby
points of interest around College Place.

